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Our Focus

Next to life itself,
God’s most precious gift is sight,
And to the ministry of this great gift,
The profession of optometry dedicates itself.

Our Vision

Enhancing the quality of life
through vision care

Our Inspir ation

Good vision is more than seeing 20/20...
it is seeing without effort.
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A strong academic program and financial stability were 
two key components that were in place when Les Walls, 
O.D., M.D., D.O.S., became the sixth president of the 
Southern California College of Optometry (SCCO). Dr. 
Walls took the helm of the third oldest of the U.S. schools 
and colleges of optometry on July 1, 1997.
	 The College’s campus-based clinical program and its 
outreach clinical programs were then, and remain today, 
unequaled in vision care education.
	 Today, Dr. Walls and the College are in transi-
tion. He has announced his retirement and a formal 
Presidential Search is underway. What follows is an in-
terview with Dr. Walls to discuss the accomplishments at 
the College during his decade of leadership.
	 Indeed, Dr. Walls, in concert with the members of 
the Board of Trustees, has grown the College via initi-
ating innovative financial strategies; building consen-
sus among all constituencies; establishing connections 

with students, alumni, 
faculty, administrators 
and staff; growing finan-
cial assets; and investing 
in the people who make 
SCCO great.

Dr. Walls, what 
accomplishment 
at the College, in 
the past 10 years,  
are you most 
proud?

There  are  so  many 
things that we’ve ac-
complished that I al-
most don’t know where 
to start. But, I think 
if I had to summarize 
and put it into just one 
thing, it would be the 
successful fundraising 
that we’ve had over the 
last 10 years and what 
we’ve been able to ac-

complish with the funds that we have raised.
	 When I came here 10 years ago, there were plans 
for a new academic center, a library and classrooms. 
Those plans were already on the drawing board, but 
so much of the rest of the campus needed upgrading 
because it had been here since ’73 and very little had 
been done to it. The College’s Trustees were very sup-
portive in working with me and the staff of our fine 
Advancement Department to put together a capital 
campaign with the idea that the crown jewel of the 
campus should be the clinic.
	 The first phase of construction of the academic 
center, I had very little to do with because that was 
already on the drawing board and it was already fund-
ed. The problem was that the College had never really 
had a capital campaign and we had exhausted our 
resources for capital improvements. So to renovate 
the rest of the campus we had to do some fundraising. 
And that has been just an incredible amount of fun 
for me and I think it has helped the institution.
	 We worked with a consultant to get the plans 
and things going — write our case statement and to 
get underway. But, the key to success was building 
relationships. It all revolved around building relation-
ships with the ophthalmic industry, philanthropic 
organizations and especially reconnecting with our 
alumni to see if there were folks out there who were 
excited enough about this institution that they might 
want to help.
	 And so a whole bunch of things happened and 
some of them were my ideas but not very many. Most 
of it came from a team effort. I made some trips 
around the country and visited with some members 

“As President, Dr. Les 
Walls has helped the 
organization make 
terrific strides in its 
facilities, governance, 
fundraising, friend 
raising and in 
celebrating its rich 
history. Clearly, he and 
Mary Ann have made a 
significant contribution 
to SCCO, and as he 
retires, he will be 
leaving the institution 
stronger, better and 
with a brighter future 
than when he arrived. 
The SCCO Family is 
indebted to him for his 
achievements.”

Wayne D. Wedin, M.S.
President, Wedin 

Enterprises, Inc.
Trustee, SCCO, 1996 to 

present; Chairman, 
2002–04

Centennial Honoree,  
SCCO, 2004

Intervie w: president Les Walls

Looking Back; Looking Ahead
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of the ophthalmic in-
dustry and that was very 
helpful as we received 
some money and sup-
port from them. I made 
trips and visited with 
philanthropic organiza-
tions and foundations 
and we did okay with 
that.
	 But the thing that 
was the most satisfy-
ing to me was building 
alumni relations. What 
I found when I got 
here is that the alumni 
were very proud that 
they graduated from 
this institution, and so 
the idea of connecting 
and reconnecting with 
them on a very personal 
level, not just with the 
Alumniscope Magazine 
or by someone from the 
College giving a lecture 
in their community 
— but to really connect 
with them, was going to 
be key to our success on 
so many levels.
	 So we started our 

endeavor, Evenings with the President, where we go 
out once or twice a month to visit with alumni. We 
literally have gone all over the country. We’ve held 
thirty-some gatherings in areas such as Arizona, Utah, 
Washington State, and Washington, D.C. If I had 
a meeting outside of Southern California we would 
contact an alumnus there and organize a reception in 
their home. The key thing was not just meeting with 
the alumni but also with their spouses.
	 What we found was that alumni were looking for 
reasons to support SCCO, but they were not going 
to do it unless their spouse was comfortable with it 
as well. During these gatherings I would try to give a 
15-minute presentation because you’re in someone’s 
home and you don’t want to bore them to death. I 
was amazed at how many times, with the questions 
and the interactions, that the talk would go way over 
an hour because our guests were hungry for informa-
tion about this institution. And having the spouses 
there to see, participate, touch and feel what we were 

trying to accomplish I think made it easier for them 
to make decisions on how to help us. As I recall, dur-
ing the very first year of the program, we received 
more than $250,000 in contributions to help support 
our capital campaign — and that’s a roaring success!
	 The other thing that these receptions helped sup-
port was our Annual Fund. We learned that people 
who we had touched personally in this kind of venue 
were much more likely to support the College with a 
financial gift during the Annual Fund.
	 The Evenings with the President were tremen-
dously effective. And I’m very proud of that because, 
to me, building relationships with the alumni has 
been the most fun and, I think, the most rewarding of 
all. Now, everywhere I go I have people come up and 
tell me how proud they are of this institution, of what 
it has accomplished, and they’re most complimentary 
to me when sometimes I think it happened in spite of 
me. Things have gone very, very well.
	 That’s a long answer, but I think if I had to just 
put it down into one or two sentences I would say 
that fundraising to finish the renovation of the cam-
pus, beyond what was already on the books when I 
got here, is the capstone of everything I’ve been able 
to accomplish in my 40 years in education.

“Three key elements 
have come together 
— the common bond 
of pride in SCCO, the 
opportunity to gather 
with colleagues in a 
small, informal group 
setting, and being able 
to meet with SCCO 
President Walls — that 
provide a winning 
combination for the 
Evenings with the 
President initiative. 
Overall, the friend-
raising aspect of this 
Council of Regents-
inspired program 
continues to be a  
huge success thanks  
to Les Walls.”

Mark M. Morris, O.D., ’63
Private Practitioner, retired
SCCO Alumni Association, 

President, 1992–94
Trustee, SCCO, 1992–94
Council of Regents, SCCO, 

1998 to present
Distinguished Alumnus of 

the Year, SCCO, 2005
Benefactor, Council of 

Regents Endowed 
Achievement Award, 2002

President Walls with the Chairman of SCCO’s Board of 
Trustees Charles A. Munson, C.P.A.
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You’ve met with more than 400 
alumni through the Evenings with the 
President and hundreds of alumni via 
continuing education courses. What’s 
your impression of SCCO’s alumni?

One thing absolutely consistent with our alumni is 
the incredible success they have enjoyed in optometry 
and the success they’ve had in contributing to their 
communities. Even further, the success they’ve en-
joyed in being leaders within the profession — they’re 
society, state and council presidents; they’re in the 
AOA structure and one has served as AOA President. 
I think this level of service exceeds what any other 
school has ever done as far as producing highly profes-
sional, highly qualified, highly successful Doctors of 
Optometry that take care of patients and take care of 

their communities and 
their profession.

You’ve appointed 
the Council of 
Regents, alumni 
representing 
nine states, how’s 
that working?

This is a group of people 
who have demonstrated 
incredible loyalty to this 
institution and who 
want to be active in see-
ing it go forward. The Council provides a great way to 
keep alumni involved with the institution and for us 
to communicate with them. When we need assistance 
in a particular geographical area, whether it’s for host-
ing an Evening with the President or whatever it is, we 
call and these alums step forward and help us tremen-
dously. The members are leaders within the profession 
who really want to help the College succeed!

SCCO is accredited by two 
organizations. The College is accredited 
professionally and nationally by the 
Accreditation Council on Optometric 
Education (ACOE) of the American 
Optometric Association, and regional 
accreditation is held from the 
Accrediting Commission for Senior 
Colleges and Universities of the 
Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges (WASC). During your time at 
SCCO, you’ve been through two self-
studies and accreditation site-visits by 
both organizations. What would you 
say about the College and its history  
of accreditation?

The Accreditation Council on Optometric Education, 
the organization that awards us our ability to grant an 
O.D. degree so that our students can get a license 

“True leadership 
requires the ability to 
effectively listen. As 
I have worked with 
Dr. Walls on a number 
of issues concerning 
students, I have been 
impressed by his 
willingness to listen to 
people on various sides 
of an issue prior to 
making a decision.”

W. Craig Poulter,  
Class of 2008

President, SCCO Student 
Association, 2006–07

Student Affairs

I have known Dr. Les Walls through our mutual involve-
ment with the Association of Schools and Colleges of 
Optometry for more than 20 years, going back to when 
he was the Dean at Northeastern State University College 
of Optometry in Oklahoma and served as President of 
ASCO while I was chair of the Student Affairs Council, 
through his years as Dean at Pacific University College of 
Optometry and finally, the last 11 years as SCCO’s presi-
dent. He came to SCCO with the reputation of being a 
“students’ dean.” His tenure here has strengthened that 
reputation.
	 He welcomes students to the profession of optometry 
and the College Family with open arms and a generous 
heart, whether it’s with tours of his office accompanied 
by country and western music, flipping hamburgers at 
orientation barbecues, lecturing to them in the Clinical 
Medicine courses and sharing his own health secrets, or 
hosting them in his home. He instituted programs to 
improve relationships with the students; one was the quar-
terly President’s Forum the other, Business Dining. The 
President’s Forum provides for the open exchange of infor-
mation between the administration, faculty and student 
leadership. Through the Business Etiquette program, stu-
dents learn how to manage the ins and outs of professional 
meetings, receptions and elegant dinners.
	 Dr. Walls’ dedication to students and his interest in 
assisting them to become the very best optometrists and 
health care providers they can be is unquestionable. From 
day one, he has always emphasized the importance of ethi-
cal and professional behavior and promised students his 
absolute support. He will truly be missed.

Lorraine I. Voorhees, O.D., M.S., ’71
Vice President of Student Affairs
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after they get out of here, is very important. The 
ACOE is critical to our existence. I’ve been in two 
other optometry programs as a Dean before I came 
here as President, and this program has the cleanest 
accreditation record I have ever seen with absolutely 
no deficiencies or concerns from the accrediting body. 
To inherit a program like this, and to go through two 
different accreditations during my tenure at SCCO, 
and to have such a clean, absolutely trouble-free pro-
gram that is accredited to the highest level by both 
organizations is amazing, nothing short of amazing. 
I’m very proud of every member of the SCCO Family 
for contributing to the success of our outstanding ac-
creditation history.

You’ve had the opportunity to work 
with a Board of Trustees that consists 
of optometrists and non-optometrists. 
Talk about that experience.

If I could just sum it up in one sentence I would say 
it’s the best group of people I have ever worked with. 

It’s an outstanding Board of Trustees and the com-
position of the Board by the bylaws of the College 
require that we have one more non-optometrist than 
optometrist and that way you avoid the appearance 
of the fox guarding the hen house, if you will. And so 
we have a group of business people and a group of op-
tometrists who serve on our Board and they do a great 
job. These wonderful people have the best interests of 
this institution at heart. They’re good business people, 
they hold my feet to the fire to make good business de-
cisions, and to protect 
the financial integrity 
of the institution. And 
they set policies that 
are very reasonable and 
then they stay out of 
the way, they allow the 
administration to carry 
out the policies. It’s 
just an incredibly high 
quality group of indi-
viduals and they’re all 
different, they all have 
different personalities. 
Every two years I get a 
new Board Chairman, 
and I have never had 
any two that think, act, 
or behave the same. 
They’re all a challenge, 
and the reason they’re 
a challenge is because 
they want this institu-
tion to go forward.

Share with us 
your impression 
of SCCO’s faculty.

The bottom line is 
that we have an out-
standing faculty and 
we have a very stable 
faculty. We have fac-
ulty who are leaders in 
the profession. They’re 
respected members on 
the National Board 
of Examiners where 
they actually put the 
credentialing tests to-

Ac ademic Affairs

Dr. Walls has brought many important changes to the 
College during his tenure term as president. His impact on 
the teaching program is one example of the positive con-
tributions he has made. As a physician who loves teaching, 
Dr. Walls has actively participated in the Clinical Medicine 
I and II courses taught to the first- and second-profession-
al-year students. His knowledge of basic pathophysiology 
and systemic disease derives from his experiences as a fam-
ily doctor in Ohio, as well as his career in academic medi-
cine at the University of Oklahoma, School of Medicine.
	 Students enjoy his knowledge and teaching style, 
which reflects his rural upbringing as well as his medical 
practice experiences in small Midwest towns. Dr. Walls 
is not only popular with optometry students but is fre-
quently invited to teach continuing education courses 
throughout the country. Taking the time from his presi-
dential responsibilities to serve as a classroom teacher is a 
contribution that is highly valued by students and faculty 
colleagues. The opportunity for the president to be in-
volved in the teaching program enhances his ties with the 
community and enriches the professional education experi-
ence of our students.

Morris S. Berman, O.D., M.S.
Vice President and Dean of Academic Affairs
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gether for the nation. They are entrusted with teach-
ing tomorrow’s practitioners through our four-year 
program, as well as teaching today’s doctors through 
continuing education courses. 
	 We have a wonderful, insightful faculty. What 
I see is stability in the faculty and that usually says 
something because if faculty are unhappy they look 
for a position someplace else or they leave and go into 
private practice. The accreditation organizations were 
very complimentary regarding our faculty noting that 
they are very stable; they are a caring group who are 
dedicated to teaching and to the profession; they’re 
very happy; and, they do a wonderful job.

You’ve been in the classroom here 
for 10 years, in addition to your 
Presidential role, what changes have 
you seen in the students?

Well, I’m glad I’m not applying to optometry school 
again, because I think if I were competing with the 
students we are accepting today, I would not be able 
to get in. The quality of the students continues to be 
outstanding. We have a well-rounded student body 

that is second to none. 
SCCO students  are 
bright and energetic.
	 Today’s students 
also think differently 
than the traditional gen-
eration. Generational 
thinking is so impor-
tant to recognize in or-
der to understand that 
the wishes, wants and 
desires are different 
between generations. 
We’ve found that com-
munication is key to 
successful relationships 
between senior doctors 
and new graduates, es-
pecially when an associ-
ateship or practice pur-
chase is being discussed. 
And I’m seeing the ef-
fects of good communi-
cation. New graduates 

“Working together 
for the past 10 
years in the Clinical 
Medicine courses, 
I can confidently 
say that President 
Walls genuinely 
loves teaching. He 
is a consummate 
speaker and above 
all, a compassionate 
person. He is 
indeed a ‘students’ 
president,’ fostering an 
environment whereby 
the students are 
inclined to succeed.”

Judy W.H. Tong, O.D., ’91
Assistant Professor, SCCO, 

1993 to present
Director of Residencies, 

SCCO
Course Coordinator, Clinical 

Medicine I & II

Clinic al Affairs

A top priority for President Walls when he assumed the 
presidency at SCCO was the upgrading of the campus-
based Eye Care Center. In the early years of his tenure, Dr. 
Walls had other priorities to complete; however, he dog-
gedly moved ahead to secure funding for what would be 
a $9-million renovation and expansion of the 31-year-old 
facility. The ambitious project answered the College’s on-
going desire to offer the best available clinical experience to 
students, patients and faculty.
	 The renovation of the Eye Care Center was a col-
laborative effort of the SCCO faculty involved in clinical 
education. Their expertise was invaluable in the design of 
the facility as it relates to the education of our interns and 
to patient-care priorities. The end result is a world-class 
facility for patient care, clinical education and research.
	 Now, some three years later, the spirit of the renova-
tion process continues due to changes in technology and 
our desire to lead the profession as the vision care resource 
for the community and for our health care colleagues. 
Supporting those changes is Dr. Walls and the members of 
the Board of Trustees who work diligently to enhance the 
Eye Care Center’s mission of excellence.

John H. Nishimoto, O.D., M.B.A., ’87
Vice President and Dean of Clinical Affairs

Members of the Council of Regents attended an October 2007 meeting 
with President Walls on the College’s Fullerton campus. Pictured with 
Dr. Walls are (clockwise from the top right): Robert J. Maynard, O.D., 
’67, Phoenix, AZ; William H. Simons, O.D., ’82, Helena, MT; Sheila F. 
Anderson, O.D., ’88, Baltimore, MD; Ann M. Johannsen, O.D., ’82, 
Claremont, CA; Larry J. Bonderud, O.D., ’75, Shelby, MT; and Donald E. 
Jarnagin, O.D., ’70, Glendale, AZ.
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are, more than I was told would happen, going into 
private practice earlier than they used to.
	 And you mentioned the classroom — I always 
said that if I left practice to go into education that no 
matter what my job was, I would never quit teach-
ing and so I’ve enjoyed lecturing to the students in 
various areas in the curriculum. Bottom line — our 
students are wonderful.

You created a President’s Forum,  
tell us about that. 

We l l ,  o n e  o f  t h e 
things that’s easy for 
a President to do is to 
hide in their office, 
and behind their desk 
and never really have a 
meaningful interaction 
with anybody else on 
campus. I don’t oper-
ate that way. It’s impor-
tant that I touch base 
with every constituent 
and I do several things 
in that regard. I try to 
call employees by name 
when I see them when 
I’m walking around and 
as many students as I 
can I call by name. It’s 
hard for me to know all 
385 students but I do 
the best I can. And so 
it’s important, I think, 
for people not to pic-
ture me sitting in the 
office doing whatever a 
President does, but that 
I’m a real person. And 
that’s one of the reasons 
I like to lecture to the 
students, and to show 
up in the Eye Care 
Center to help students 
see patients.
	 One of the things 
that I thought was im-
portant, because most 
students do not know 
the President of a pri-

“During my close 
association with Les, 
I’ve learned that he 
is a compassionate 
humanitarian of 
unyielding integrity, 
a creative visionary 
with a thrust for 
knowledge, and one 
who brings his ideas to 
fruition. Our endeavors 
encompass the 
advancement of visual 
therapy nationally 
and internationally, 
and courses from The 
Studt Foundation 
added to the College’s 
curriculum. I’m honored 
that his family makes 
me feel like one  
of them.”

Donald E. Studt, O.D., ’51
Co-Founder, The Studt 

Foundation, 1975
Heritage Award, College 

of Optometrists in Vision 
Development, 2000

Meritorious Service Award, 
SCCO, 2004

Distinguished Benefactor, 
Studt Center for Vision 
Therapy, SCCO, Eye Care 
Center, 2004

Centennial Honoree,  
SCCO, 2004

Life Achievement Award, 
Optometric Extension 
Program, 2005

vate college, was to have regular meetings with the 
student leadership. So I did a couple of things.
	 I put together a group that I call the President’s 
Forum and it’s an open session for which we keep 
no records, no minutes. It’s a no-holds-barred meet-
ing with the student leaders and we just talk about 
issues with the idea that if you do this, many times 
you can make a pre-emptive strike, if you will, to nip 
problems in the bud. So I have regular meetings with 
all the Class Presidents and the Student Association 
President, and other leaders and bring in our Vice 

Financial Affairs

Under the leadership and guidance of President Walls, the 
College’s total assets have grown to $69.8 million, up more 
than $26 million since he arrived on campus in 1997. 
	 Among his challenges of the past decade, President 
Walls was faced with funding the capital improvement 
needs of an aging campus.
	 Just two months prior to his arrival, the College bor-
rowed the proceeds of a $16 million Series B bond issu-
ance. This funding assisted in constructing a library and 
lecture hall building and a parking structure, remodeling 
existing buildings, acquiring student and faculty housing 
in the vicinity of the campus, and other improvements. 
The bonds were issued at an effective fixed-interest rate of 
6.26%.
	 In 2004, the College issued $23.6 million in new 
Certificates of Participation with the Redevelopment 
Agency of the City of Fullerton at a premium of $1.1 mil-
lion. This funding retired the 1997 Series B outstanding 
bonds and reimbursed the College for re-constructing its 
Eye Care Center, remodeling other campus buildings and 
acquiring condominiums for student and faculty housing. 
The bonds were issued at a fixed yield of 3.26% for three 
years and then changed to auction-rate securities with a 
variable-interest rate.
	 In 2006, with the market at a 30-year low, the out-
standing bonds were successfully remarketed with a fixed, 
effective yield of 4.37%. The bonds were sold at a pre-
mium of $1.1 million with estimated gross savings of $1.5 
million.
	 Thanks to the leadership of Dr. Walls, the College is 
at the forefront in the profession by having state-of-the-art 
facilities that were funded by low-interest-rate borrow-
ings and generous donor contributions. With this prudent 
money management, the College is able to maintain its 
cash and investment reserves and continue to earn addi-
tional income through wise investing.

Lisa K. Albers, C.P.A.
Vice President of Financial Affairs and Chief Financial Officer
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President for Student Affairs, Vice President and 
Dean for Clinical Affairs, and Vice President and 
Dean for Academic Affairs, and we just have an open 
session and the students have really liked that. 
	 And so did our accrediting body. They had never 
heard about anything like the President’s Forum, 
where the students really had direct access to admin-
istration at the highest level. And so that has worked 
very well.
	 The other thing that I do, because I feel it is im-
portant, is to help students understand how to handle 
themselves after they graduate. They’re going to be 
invited to Chamber of Commerce and Rotary Club 
meetings; they’ll be active in church and religious 
organizations; there will be others perhaps sitting 
on a Foundation Board; there are a whole bunch of 
things they will do. They will be operating a business, 
they’re going to be buying homes, land and prac-
tices, and they’ll be building buildings. I think it’s 
very important that our students know how to act in 
these settings and so I started a regular event I called 
Business Etiquette.
	 We invite a consultant who is really an expert in 
this area to join my Administrative Assistant, Linda 
Stoddart, and Vice President for Student Affairs, 
Dr. Lorraine Voorhees. We bring 30 to 40 people 
into my office and we have a full evening, including 
dinner. We discuss such things as the importance of 
an R.S.V.P. and what is an adequate response, and 

what’s appropriate attire 
for different events. We 
talk to them about how 
to work a room and in-
teract with the people. 
How to eat food — I 
mean how do you have 
messy finger food and 
hold a drink and this 
and that without being 
clumsy at the same time 
and then, what do you 
do when you have food 
on your hand and you 
need to greet someone 
and shake their hand? 
It’s just nuts and bolts 
stuff that we do and I 
think that makes a dif-
ference in helping the 
people when they get 
out into practice. It’s 
also another way for 
me to connect on a very 
personal level, around a 
meal, with a large group 
of students. So those are 
the types of things that 
I’ve enjoyed doing. 

SCCO is a private, 
non-profit, 
independent, 
educational 
institution that 
does not seek, 
nor receive 
any direct 
government 
funding for its operations. During the 
past decade, the College’s total assets 
have grown to approximately $70 
million. Describe some of the creative 
financial things that you did with gifts 
of land, for instance, that resulted in 
sizable returns.

“Dr. Walls has been 
supportive of California 
Optometry long 
before he became 
president of SCCO. 
In 1995, while dean 
of the Pacific College 
of Optometry, he 
volunteered to assist in 
California Optometry’s 
legislative efforts to 
obtain therapeutic drug 
privileges. He continues 
to work tirelessly 
on behalf of our 
profession. His legacy 
will be the changes 
in curriculum, inter-
professional relations 
and clinical training and 
facilities.”

Robert L. Gordon, O.D., ’71
Private Practitioner,  

Encino, CA
President, California 

Optometric Association, 
1989

Founder, California Vision 
Project, 1989

Board of Directors, Vision 
USA, 1990–92, 1994–97

Associate Professor, SCCO, 
1991 to present

Optometrist of the Year, 
California Optometric 
Association, 1996

Distinguished Practitioner, 
National Academies of 
Practice, 1997

Distinguished Alumnus, 
SCCO, 1998

Council of Regents, SCCO, 
2000 to present

Centennial Honoree,  
SCCO, 2004

Members of the Class of 2008 with Dr. Walls are (l-r): 
Weston Barney, Richfield, UT; Kelsey Barnes, Pella, IA; and 
Jennifer Jung, Smithville, MO.
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Let me preface my answer by noting that SCCO’s 
number one individual source of revenue to operate 
its program is tuition. Having said that, tuition rep-
resents less than half of the total operating revenue 
of the College. The balance of operating revenues 
includes contributions from individuals, alumni, 
corporations and foundations as well as income from 
endowments, investments, continuing education pro-
grams and College vision-care centers.
	 Secondly, we are concerned about student indebt-
edness and how that may adversely affect a graduate’s 
practice choice. So — we have to be very, very careful 
that we balance a reasonable tuition with other funds 
that will help run our program and keep us less de-
pendent on student tuition.
	 When I was hired in 1997, I was told by members 
of the College’s Board of Trustees to do everything 
I could to hold the lid on tuition. At that time, the 
tuition plan that was in place raised tuition by a flat-
dollar amount, so the percentage increase went down 
each year. We stuck with that plan the whole 10 years 
I’ve been president. It worked out to approximately 
three or three and a-half percent each year — less 
than the annual cost of living increase.
	 So we had to be creative in order to have adequate 
funds to pay our people a higher salary, buy new 
equipment and technology, etcetera. So how did we 
do that? We initiated a capital campaign. We received 
many nice gifts and some of it was for direct equip-
ment support and to rebuild the campus. We also 
received a lot of support for scholarships. But you 
cannot just sit back and say, ‘Hey, this is wonderful,’ 
you have to be creative.
	 An example of that creativity is what hap-
pened with a donated piece of property in Sun City, 
California. Land surrounding our property was being 
developed for housing. The donated property was 
appraised at $1 million. It would have been easy to 

Advancement

Les Walls is a storyteller. Sometimes he talks about his 
humble beginnings in California’s Central Valley as the son 
of a migrant worker. This punctuates the fact that optom-
etry, as a profession, is open to anyone with the focus and 
dedication to pursue a doctorate degree.
	 Sometimes he talks about the nervous first-year stu-
dent who inadvertently did a DNA cheek swab in her 
own mouth instead of his — he was the patient. This tale 
emphasizes the human nature of our students who, after 
four years of nurturing and educating at SCCO, become 
incredibly bright practitioners and the future strength of 
the profession.
	 Sometimes he talks about a walk on 40 flat acres in 
Sun City that the College received as a gift; and how the 
donation was developed with a partner into a residential 
neighborhood that netted the College $3.5 million. This 
illustrates how others can provide the College with valu-
able assets.
	 Les frequently acknowledges Dr. Don Studt and 
Carling Childs who are million-dollar donors to the 
College. Don a graduate, and Carling a grateful patient, 
along with others, visualized the opportunity to make a 
difference at the College.
	 Les has presided over the investment of $24 million in 
the College’s facilities and technology over the past decade, 
which is quite an accomplishment. However, his real pride 
is with the students who recognize him as the “students’ 
president.”
	 To Les, creating a vigorous, challenging and support-
ive learning and teaching environment has always been his 
top priority.

William E. Heaton Jr.
Vice President of Advancement
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sell it for that amount. 
However, our idea was 
to take the gift of prop-
erty, leverage it and try 
to get more money to 
help with our program. 
And so, we entered into 
a joint venture with a 
developer, stayed in the 
deal for 18 months, 
and instead of getting 
$1 million net for the 
College, we received 
$3.5 million.
	 The $3.5 million 
went into investments 
and now we take the 
proceeds earned from 
the investments, we 
never spend the corpus, 
and put those funds 
back into our operating 
budget. This is one way 
to keep tuition down.
	 Ten years ago, tu-
ition supported 51 per-
cent of the College’s op-
erating expenses. Today, 
that number has been 

reduced to 46 percent, well below the industry target 
of 60 percent. I’m proud to note that we’ve enjoyed 
success in putting money back into the operating 
budget in order to control the cost of tuition. I’m very 
happy about that.

So you’ve talked about the students 
and faculty, discuss a few of the 
indices of success for measuring this 
educational program.

Accreditation is one way to measure the success of 
our educational program and we enjoy a full, clean 
accreditation by ACOE and WASC. But one of the 
things that people always ask is, ‘What is your rate of 
graduation?’ I can tell you that we have an incredibly 
good graduation rate. Sure, some students occasion-
ally have to repeat a year; however, we have such a 
good process of bringing students into our program 
that the graduation rate is consistently at almost 100 
percent. For the Class of 2007 it was 98 percent.

“It has been a true 
pleasure to be 
associated with a 
visionary who is able 
to pursue and change 
those visions into 
reality. Dr. Les Walls’ 
leadership during the 
past decade has made 
the Southern California 
College of Optometry 
more rewarding and 
prestigious for its 
students, alumni,  
staff, board and friends. 
I am grateful that I  
was allowed to be  
part of it.”

William E. Langston
Chairman Emeritus, Snyder 

Langston, Inc., Irvine, CA
Distinguished Service Award, 

SCCO, 2005
Benefactor, William E. 

Langston Sports Vision 
Award, SCCO, 2007

	 We take seriously our job of graduating com-
petent optometrists who are ready to go into prac-
tice. How do we measure that? The National Board 
Examinations. Our students take national licensing 
exams and the results are tracked by the National 
Board of Examiners in Optometry. We receive cumu-
lative data on the performance of our students and 
we’re always at the top of the heap. Very often we’re 
right at 100 percent. If we look back at the graduat-
ing classes over the history of the College, we have an 
incredible success rate of people who entered on day 
one as first-year students, graduating in four years, 
and becoming licensed.
	 Likewise, a measure of a graduate’s success is his 
or her repayment of student loans. Our default rate 
is quite low, 0.4 percent. That means 99.6 percent 
of our students pay their bills. This is a phenomenal 
number. Repayment of loans also allows us to fund 
new student loans. Repayment is also very important 
to our two accrediting agencies. The repayment his-
tory of our graduates is so consistently high — it’s just 
mind-boggling it’s so good.
	 The consistently growing award and scholar-
ship program assists SCCO students in lowering the 
amount of funds they borrow to complete their edu-
cation. Alumni and friends of the College continue to 
establish endowments that provide a variety of finan-
cial awards ranging from $500 to $3,500.

SCCO’s endowment program has 
continued to grow over the last 10 
years. Can you tell us what that means 
to the institution?

Endowments are absolutely essential and we have 
grown considerably in this area. For students, our en-
dowments support scholarships and emergency loans. 
They also help the institution because they help our 
students to have less educational debt. We’re seeing 
a growth not only in the dollar value of our endow-
ments because we invest the money wisely, but we’re 
also seeing a large number of new endowments being 
established to assist our students.

Our thanks to Dr. Les Walls for sitting down and sharing with us his 
thoughts on the accomplishments at the College during his decade of 
leadership.

William E. Heaton Jr., Vice President of Advancement
Debra J. Marks, Director of Publications
Interview conducted August 16, 2007
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DONORS OF COMMEMORAT IVE 
DISTINCTION

Commemorative recognition is awarded to those donors 
whose direct cumulative financial support of the institu-
tion exceeds $25,000.

Dr. Steven K. Kurata, ’74
Dr. Warren Harvard Low, ’52
Marchon Eyewear, Inc.
Marco Ophthalmic
Wilma & Dr. Carl R. Muth, ’49
Ruth A. E. & Dr. Homer A.  

Nelson, ’25
Dr. Arthur S. Newton, ’41
Save the Children  

Federation, Inc.
Stephanie & Dr. Michael R. 

Sellers, ’78
Dr. Roger C. Wilson, ’23

Distinguished Patrons

Dr. Charles A. Abel, ’49, Fund
Dr. James L. Abbott, ’80
American Optometric 

Association
Asian American Optometric 

Society
Betty & Dr. Paul C. Barr, ’48
S. Howard Bartley
Dr. Frank L. Brazelton, ’51, 

Memorial Fund
Children & Families Commission 

of Orange County
Dr. John R. Dean, ’23, Research 

Fund
Carol & Dr. Joe W. Dobbs, ’63
Essilor of America, Inc.
Carl W. Gregory
Dr. Kenji Hamada
William Hazelwood
Hispanic Student Endowment 

Fund
Kristin A. Jones Memorial 

Endowment
The Karl Kirchgessner 

Foundation
Steve & Frances Knott
Lions Low Vision/LOVE Program
Johanna Dorothea McGreevy
John W. Phelps
Wilson W. Phelps Foundation
Reichert Ophthalmic Instrument
S. Mark Taper Foundation
Teledyne Inc.
Gloria & Dr. Luis Carlos Villa, ’63
Vision West, Inc.
Marcia & Dr. Louis M. Zabner, ’40

Patrons

Advance Medical Optics
Ahmanson Foundation
Dr. Morris Applebaum, ’68
Barnet Dulaney Eye Center
Bausch & Lomb
Black Student Scholarship 

Endowment
Marjorie H. Bright/Bright Family 

Foundation
California Optical Laboratories 

Association
California Optical Laboratories 

Association, Auxiliary
California Optometric 

Association, Auxiliary
Charmant Eyewear, Inc.
Dr. Solomon I. Chattel, ’59
Collard-Rose Optical Labs
Dr. Duane A. deCroupet, ’70
Joe and Darlene Diehl/Dr. Adam 

& Marguerite Diehl Memorial 
Scholarship

Dr. Robert O. Dundas, ’35
Family Unity Foundation/ 

Dr. Leonidas A. Johnson, ’85
Fieldstead & Company
Dr. Lynn Caffrey Gabriel, ’78
George Hoag Foundation
Dr. James R. Gregg, ’48
Dr. Arthur C. Heinsen, ’48/

Developmental Vision Fund

$25,000 	 Patrons
$50,000 	 Distinguished 
			   Patrons
$100,000 	 Grand Patrons
$250,000 	 Benefactors
$500,000 	 Distinguished 
			   Benefactors
$1,000,000 	 Grand 
			   Benefactors

Distinguished 
Benefactors

Drs. Fred & Betty Chelf
Dr. Herbert McCracken  

Dixon, ’23
Dr. John A. Harris, ’26
Robert & Lois Moore
Dr. Donald E. Studt, ’51

Benefactors

Fuji Optical Co., Ltd.
Dr. Donald E. Jarnagin, ’70  

& Family
James J. Santiago
Spectera UnitedHealthcare
Stein Family
	 Jill & Dr. David N. Stein, ’84
	 Linda Nicholes &  

Dr. Howard E. Stein, ’59
Dr. Irwin R. Title, ’55
Vision Service Plan
Drs. Mary Ann & Lesley L. Walls
Weingart Foundation

Gr and Patrons

Alcon Laboratories
Allergan, Inc.
Robert F. & Dorothy B. Beaver
Blake Family/Juliet E. Hardtner 

Fund
Dr. Reynaldo J. Carreon Jr., ’25
Sara Chalgian/Dr. Richard 

Hemenger Faculty Research 
Fund

Carling Huntington Childs 
Family

CIBA Vision Corp.
Dr. Leon Darrow Endowed 

Memorial Scholarship
Marie & Dr. Homer H. 

Hendrickson, ’38
Jean & Dr. Warren M. 

Hollingsworth, ’48
The Fletcher Jones Foundation
Dr. Akio Kanai, ’72

Dr. Richard L. Hopping
Dr. Siret D. Jaanus
Dr. Timothy W. Kern
Dr. K. Michael Larkin, ’73, 

Endowed Memorial 
Scholarship

Luxottica Group
Marcolin USA Inc.
Optima, Inc.
Orange County Optometric 

Society
Dr. Barton M. Pedersen, ’63
Dr. Allen L. Pyeatt, ’48
Dr. Erwin A. Rader, ’42
Estee Robin
Safilo USA
Dr. Takao Shishino Scholarship
Snyder Langston
SOLA Optical USA
Southwest Contact Lens Society
Visatakon, Inc.
Windes & McClaughry 

Accountancy Corporation
Colonel Dan O. Yoshii, O.D., ’71

Dr. Duane 
& Terry 
d e Croupet

Dr. Duane deCroupet 

has practiced in 

Glendale, CA, for many 

years and his practice 

has grown consistently 

as the community has prospered. Active in the state and 

local societies, Dr. deCroupet also serves on the College’s 

Board of Trustees and was chair in 2001–03.

	 It was clear to Duane that while tuition is 

comparable to what it was in the seventies — he uses 

the cost of an automobile then and now as a comparison 

— the increase in student indebtedness has increased 

exponentially. This was particularly true in the nineties. As 

a result, Duane and Terry created an endowed scholarship 

to assist students with financial need now and in 

perpetuity.

	 We are grateful to the deCroupets for their support 

and to other donors who have so generously given of 

their resources to advance the profession and the College.
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ENDOWMENT FUNDS 

Endowment Funds at the College have been established  
by alumni and friends to support scholarships, student 
loans, research and other special programs and activities.
	 An endowment fund, once established, continues in 
perpetuity with the income from the fund providing sup-
port for the area/activity specified by the donor. Fully en-
dowed funds are established at the $25,000 level or above. 
For specific opportunities, please contact Bill Heaton,  
Vice President of Advancement, 714.449.7464.
	 Endowment Funds offer unique ways for individuals 
and groups to recognize achievement and distinction in 
special areas. 

Marcia and Dr. Louis M. Zabner 
Endowed Scholarship (2005)

Partially Endowed Funds
Dr. Louis Ash Endowed 

Scholarship (2007)
Joseph L. Bruneni Memorial 

Endowed Scholarship (2004)
Dr. Akio Kanai Scholarship 

(1998)
Dr. Leon G. Lipkis Endowed 

Scholarship (2003)
Dr. Allen L. Pyeatt Endowed 

Scholarship (2004)
Dr. Howard E. Stein Scholarship 

(2004)

Student Loan Funds

The Southern California 
College of Optometry has an 
investment of $2,926,882 in 
student loan funds:

Fully Endowed Funds
Dr. Charles A. Abel Emergency 

Loan (1982)
Dr. John A. Harris Student Loan 

Program (1987)
Takeo Kanai Student Loan Fund 

(1994)

Other  
Endowment Funds

The Southern California 
College of Optometry has an 
investment of $12,674,780 in 
other endowment funds.

Fully Endowed Funds
Doris J. Caldwell Recognition 

(1996)
Dr. John R. Dean Memorial 

Research (1990)
Developmental Vision 

Residencies (1994)
Dr. Richard P. Hemenger Faculty 

Research Endowment (2001)
Professor Emeritus Charles 

B. Margach, O.D., Research 
Endowment (2000)

Student Tutorial Assistance 
(1990)

Vision for Excellence (1985)
	 Capital
	 General
	 Library
	 Research
Walter Wm. Chase Faculty 

Excellence (1996)
Dr. H. Paul Schwadel Low Vision 

Award (1989)

*Year established

Schol arship 
Endowment Funds

The Southern California 
College of Optometry has an 
investment of $4,953,231 in 
scholarship funds:

Fully Endowed Funds
Dr. Charles A. Abel Memorial 

Scholarship (1982)*
Alumni Association of SCCO 

Scholarship (1979)
Alvin Applebaum Memorial 

Scholarship (1982)
Arizona Vision Service Plan 

Scholarship (2001)
Asian American Optometric 

Society Award (1974)
Black Student Endowed 

Scholarship (1997)
Blake Family/Juliet E. Hardtner 

Endowment (1998)
Dr. Frank A. Brazelton Memorial 

Scholarship (1989)
Marjorie H. Bright/Bright 

Family Foundation Endowed 
Scholarship (1998)

California Optometric Council 
Achievement Scholarship 
(1995)

Dr. Reynaldo J. Carreon Jr. 
Memorial Scholarship (1983)

Council of Regents Endowed 
Scholarship (2002)

Dr. Leon Darrow Endowed 
Memorial Scholarship (2003)

Dr. Al Dennis Memorial Award 
(1971)

Dr. Adam & Marguerite Diehl 
Memorial Scholarship (1997)

Dr. Herbert McCracken Dixon 
Memorial Scholarship (1983)

Dr. Joe W. Dobbs Endowed 
Scholarship (2003)

Dr. Lawrence E. Gallarini 
Memorial Scholarship (1988)

Dr. Clifford M. Harn Memorial 
Scholarship (1995)

William E. Heaton Jr. Endowed 
Scholarship (2002)

Dr. Homer and Marie 
Hendrickson Memorial Award 
(1999)

Hispanic Student Award (1992)
Betty Lou Hoeft Memorial 

Scholarship (1988)
Dr. Richard L. Hopping Endowed 

Scholarship (1997)
Dr. Donald E. Jarnagin Endowed 

Scholarship (1999)
Woody & Dorotha Jarnagin 

Endowed Scholarship (2002)
Rev. Dr. Leonidas Johnson 

‘Missio Dei’ Endowed 
Scholarship (2007)

Kristin A. Jones Memorial 
Scholarship (1991)

Dr. Rodger T. Kame Endowed 
Scholarship (2000)

Dr. K. Michael Larkin Memorial 
Scholarship (2001)

Nick Meneakis Memorial Award 
(1978)

Dr. Homer A. Nelson Memorial 
Scholarship (1980)

Orange County Optometric 
Society Endowed 
Scholarships (2006)

Hedda Jaanus Podrang 
Memorial Award (1996)

Dr. Howard N. Preston Memorial 
Scholarship (1984)

Dr. Erwin A. Rader Memorial 
Scholarship (1994)

Dr. Bertram L. Roberts Memorial 
Scholarship (1981)

Dr. Martin A. Robin Memorial 
Scholarship (1997)

Dr. Geraldine J. Sherman 
Memorial Scholarship (1978)

Dr. Takao Shishino Scholarship 
(1991)

Southwest Contact Lens Society 
Scholarship (1995)

Harold M. & Shirley J. Uhrich 
Memorial Scholarship (2005)

Robert K. Vinyard Memorial 
Scholarship (1976)

Vision for Excellence (1985)
	 Student Grants-in-Aid
	 Student Scholarships

Consider  
an 
Endowment 
Fund

The Reverend Doctor 

Leonidas Johnson, left,  

is an ordained minister 

and a 1985 graduate of 

the College. Over the years, he has been a keen observer 

of societal changes, some might say generational trends, 

and the birth of a global economy. He has personally 

been involved in missions overseas to nations like Kenya 

and is firmly committed to elevating our sense of sharing 

and community by exposing students to the global 

village.

	 To further this belief, Rev. Dr. Johnson created an 

endowment fund that would specifically allow students 

to travel abroad to assist and explore the world of those 

less fortunate. The first recipient of the “Rev. Dr. Leonidas 

A. Johnson Missio Dei Service Award” was Christopher C. 

Cordes, O.D., ’07. 

	 We are grateful to Rev. Dr. Johnson and others who 

have established endowments at the College. These funds 

are increasingly important to the values and affordability 

of an SCCO education. 
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Annual Fund Donors

July 1, 2006 – June 30, 2007

Special gratitude is extended to those Annual 
Fund donors for 2006–07, whose uncommon 
generosity is of vital importance to the College 
in pursuing its mission. It is a pleasure and 
a privilege to acknowledge, through the fol-
lowing listings, their outstanding substantive 
support.

President ’s 
Circle

John F. Alm
James H. Blake
Frances Knott 
William E. Langston
David N. Stein
Donald E. Studt

Hutchinson 
Societ y

Pamela J. Miller

Abel Societ y

William E. Heaton Jr.
Siret D. Jaanus
Donald E. Jarnagin
Steven K. Kurata
Arnold Miller
Lorraine I. Voorhees

Leadership Club

Tammie K. Akiyoshi
Paul M. Barney
Leslie C. Bender
Morris S. Berman
Taylor W. Bladh
Gene D. Calkins
Robert F. Collins
David S. Davis
Robert J. Day
Larry W. Decker
Tom Determan
Joe W. Dobbs
John R. Griffin
James H. Grimes
Jennifer B. Grove
Linda R. Haskell
Edward P. Hernandez
Brian N. Higa
Richard L. Hopping
Patricia & Frank Humpres

Michael M. King 
Ruth Kobayashi
Janet E. Kohtz
Jeffrey C. Krohn
Damon M. Lanier
John E. Larcabal
Carmela T. Larino
Barry W. Leonard
Leon G. Lipkis
Kevin K. Lui
Douglas L. Major
Jennifer C. Mallinger-

Young
Joseph D. Mallory
Robert B. Mandell
Calvin P. Martindale
Neil W. McAllister
Jacqueline McCall
Dawn M. Miller
Charles Munson
John H. Muto
Carol J. Najera
Mike M. Nakamatsu
Stuart W. Needleman
Albert Mayer Nemiroff
Ronald L. Ogren
Robert A. Pearson
Barton M. Pedersen
John W. Phelps
Ana M. Pico
Allen L. Pyeatt
Geoffrey E. Reynolds
Charles A. Richards
Steven B. Richlin
Frances A. Rozner
Loyd E. Russell
Tami A. Sato
Paul A. Seibert
Vernon I. Shibata
Richard L. Simpson
Sidney L. Slagerman
Jonathan E. Stine
Rodney L. Tahran
Akira Tajiri
Murray Taubman
James D. Tavis
Derek T. Tong
Katrina Van Patten
David T. Wakabayashi
Lesley L. Walls
Shao-ling Wang
Lucille P. Washington
Teruo Watanabe
Brian R. Whitney
Jeffrey S. Williams Sr.
Chen K. Young

Loyalt y Club

Kent S. Albrecht
Sheila F. Anderson
W. Chris Arensberg
Mark D. Balter
Warren P. Barr
Stephan A. Bensussen
Eric J. Borsting
William N. Brisbane
Kenneth E. Brookman
Marilyn A. Carter

Dennis Chinn
Amy T. Chu
George W. Comer
Wiley F. Curtis
Bernard U. Deschuytter
Blake T. Dirks
Movses D’Janbatian
John W. Dresely Jr.
Jonathan Duong
Catherine H. Egusa
Orlin J. Fick
John D. Fornara
James P. Furcolow
Rex D. Gaede
Kevin J. Germundsen
Linda Germundsen
Lowell D. Godfrey
David B. Golden
Harvey R. Goldstone
William A. Gould Jr.
Arthur W. Gray Jr.
Mark L. Guisti
Glen A. Gunderson
Frederick R. Harris
William J. Hasquet
Michael A. Hattan
Gregory J. Hayes
Daniel Hennessey III
Clifford M. Hitomi

Lisa A. Hopkins
Ronald L. Hopping
Jack L. Hostetler
Owen Y. Hsu
David B. Hubbard
Jerome Hunter
Eric T. Ikeda
Andrew J. Katz
Kent H. Kienlen
Barry T. Kissack
Glenn Kunimura
Thomas B. Law
Jerome A. Legerton
Lynne D. Louie
Charles C. Luu
Gregory B. McMahill
James K. McPhelan
Stephen J. Moffett
Joy T. Nakabayashi
Douglas M. Osborne
Richard N. Phung 
Sheryl L. Potter
David A. Sackin
Robert B. Sanet
William H. Simons
Richard M. Skay
Jonathan P. Smith
Patricia Soderquist
Linda A. Stoddart

Donald J. Janiuk
G. Ken Johnson
Richard H. Kendall
Shirley J. Lambert
Anne K. Matsushima
Robert J. Maynard
William McGarvey
Mark M. Morris
Gary T. Mukai
Loretta T. Ng
Glenda B. Secor
Michael R. Sellers
Howard E. Stein
James T. Wood

Achie vement 
Club

Joel J. Ackerman
Lisa K. Albers 
Kurt G. Alleman
Charolette Barnes-

LeBlanc
Donald L. Barniske
Larry J. Bonderud
Fred W. Carter
Abie R. Chadderdon
Terrence L. Chan
Randall L. Chung
Bill G. Codner
Michael A. Corben
Philip L. Dixon
Robert V. Dolan
Richard S. Eisenberg
Edwin Y. Endo
Gary L. Etting
Svetlana Fisher
Stewart M. Forman
Edward O. France
Gary M. Freestone
Lynn Caffrey Gabriel
Jeffrey Garcia
Norman G. Goss
Valerie K. Hamamoto
Craig R.W. Hamilton
Michael N. Handy
Donald B. Hanford
Gregory D. Hansen
Lisa M. Hansen
Lloyd O. Hileman
Wayne W. Hoeft
Douglas L. Huff
Ann M. Johannsen
Roger L. Jordan
Brian S. Kawasaki

$100		 Century Club
$250		 Loyalty Club
$500		 Achievement Club
$1,000	 Leadership Club
$2,500	 Abel Society
$5,000	 Hutchinson Society
$10,000	 President’s Circle

Annual 
Fund 
Chair, 
2006–07

Dr. John 

Larcabal, ’88, is 

one of the most 

inclusive, friendly 

individuals 

you’ll ever 

meet. Combine that strength with a 

deep enjoyment of the profession of 

optometry and you have a leader with 

a strong following. John began with a 

two-year term as president of the SCCO 

Student Association, moving on to serve 

as the 1991 president of the Rio Hondo 

Optometric Society and as the 2004–05 

president of the California Optometric 

Association. Thanks to a capable, cheerful 

staff and two excellent associates, 

he’s able to serve patients in his three 

offices (Norwalk, Brea and Carpinteria), 

continue his community and professional 

volunteering and teach Practice 

Management once a week to students at 

the College. The College is most grateful for 

John’s ongoing support of the profession 

and his tenure as chair of the 2006–07 

Annual Fund.
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Roy K. Takemura
Donald E. Teagle
James E. Trimble
Patrick Van Hoose
Luis Carlos Villa
Eddie C. Wang
Timothy H. Welton
Eric M. White
Geoffrey F. Wills
Todd L. Wolfley
Christopher Wright
Pamela I. Wu
Harvey H. Yamamoto
Rischel Nguyen Yeh

Century Club

James L. Abbott
Anthony V. Adornetto
Francis A. Aglio
Edgar H. Alderman
Robert L. Allison
C. Troy Allred
Charles Alson
Michael E. Amos
Mary E. Anagnost
L. Wesley Aplanalp
Fred M. Arima Jr.
J. Davis Armistead
Gary W. Asano
Judy & Stefan 

Badstuebner
Brad A. Baggarly
Robert E. Ballard
Paul A. Balliet
Keith D. Barker
Gary L. Barnes
Carla D. Barnett
Chris L. Bartelson
Nelson R. Bates
Kim A. Baxter
Lee S. Berman
Geri Bonde
Lowell J. Booth
Kenneth J. Boyer
David A. Bradley
Matthew B. Brazille
Thomas M. Brenner
David C. Bright
Bruce C. Brockman
Richard I. Cantor
Tony Carnevali
Christopher C. Carpenter
H. Murray Carver
Thomas R. Casagrande
Harry J. Charm
Stephen E. Chase
Lisa B. Chiles
Andrew G. Chong
Richard J. Chong
Kathy Chriqui
Elizabeth Christensen
Joanna N. Chu
Melissa W. Chun
Richard G. Clarke
William E. Cochran
Michael J. Cooper
Elaine L. Cormier
Gerald J. Cox
Robert A. Crawford
Stephen J. Crowley
Elwyn E. Crume
Suzanne M. Day
James R. Deardorff
Duane A. deCroupet

David J. Dexter
Paul M. Dobies
Steven S. Dobson
Benjamin L. Doz
Robin J. Drescher
David J. Duenas
Dennis H. Duncan
Natalie K. Do Duong
Vy Duong
Gerald J. Easton
Craig T. Eckroth
Frank M. Edmunds
Timothy B. Edrington
Stanley Eglin
Harry E. Enenstein
Robert Eng
Rose Eng
Gary L. Englund
Dina Erickson
Rodney D. Fair
Jeffrey M. Fanelli
Becky Fartash
Marshall L. Field
Edmundo C. Fimbres
Mary Fisher-Viglietta
James L. Flickner
Robert D. France
L. Thomas Gabriel
Louis A. Galasso
Mark A. Galvan
Gerry W. Gee
Anna Margarita Geronimo
Thomas J. Gibbons III
Mark A. Gillispie
Beth D. Gilman
Gregory D. Gilman
Robert T. Gmelin
Steven L. Goedert
Norman S. Gordon
Robert L. Gordon
Bruce V. Graff
Gary G. Grammond
Bruce F. Grant
Nicholas Green
William A. Greensides
Leslie A. Gregor
Carl W. Gregory
Joanne C. Gronquist
Frances D. Guerrero
Frank C. Hadley
Lyle A. Hall
Sean Hamashige
Mark D. Hansen
Lisa P. Hanson
James H. Hawley
John F. Hawley
Ronald Y. Hayashida
Judith A. Hendrickson
Randy L. Hertneky
Paul S. Hirano
Ronald N. Hiura
Craig W. Hoeft
Thomas E. Holden
James A. Honl
Alison Howard
Linda W.T. Hsu
Brenda N. Ikemoto
Nancy T. Imamoto
Steven T. Inouye
May Yuen Isbell
Edward L. Jean
Gregory P. Jellenek
Larry F. Jerge
Max S. Johnson
Steven L. Johnson

Sheila R. Jones
Kendric R. Kajikawa
Gregory Y. Kame
Kazie Kame
Tina N. Kastler
Kim H. Kawakami
Cindy Lum Kawasaki
Joshua Kaye
Hale M. Kell
Marcus H. Kelley
Kenneth R. Kendall
Joseph K. Kikumoto
Alexander T. Kim
Douglas J. Kimball
Daniel K. Kimura
Robert E. Knauer
Cecil B. Kohake
Justin L. Kohls
Michelle A. Kohls
Tracy M. Kondo
Barbara T. Konishi
Charles J. Korth
William F. Kragness
Richard A. Kramb
Thomas F. Krauel
Richard E. Kraus
Edmund M. Krause
Kyle D. Krein
Karen P. Krotine
Sean W. Kuhn
Reid M. Kunitake
Dennis M. Kuwabara
Ronald F. Kuykendall
Harold D. Lachs
Robert A. Lafont
Le B. Lam
Edward C. Landon
Stephen G. Langsford
Noemi D. Larragoiti
Julie A. Larson
Pauline T. Le
Gary A. Lee
Yvonne D. Lee
Jeffrey A. Leeper
Linda K. LeQuire
Herbert J. Levin
Michael I. Levin
Isaac Levy
Warren L. Lew
Scott A. Lewis
John T. Lindquist
John B. Link
Edwin M. Liu
Alvin K. Lo
Monica M. Loppnow
Jack L. Lowe
Dennis G. Lowman
Theresa M. Luu
Daniel H. Mallory
Kenneth R. Manell
Seymour C. Marcuse Jr
Sheldon L. Marshall
Daniel T. Martinez
David K. Matherly
Mark E. Maybury
Joseph C. Maycock
Bert L. McCoy
E. Craig McCurdy
K. Scott McDougall
Arthur H. McIrvin
Robert S. McPheron
Rodney A. Melgard
James N. Merryman
Dean L. Meyer
David S. Michaels

Cornelius J. Mietus
Phillip Miles
Frank E. Miller
Russell M. Miller
Dena M. Mintz
Michael J. Molamphy
Gary T. Monji
Jay L. Monson Jr.
Alan M. Mont
Allan D. Moore
Richard B. Morrell
H. Scott Mortensen
Mercedeh Motameni
Katherine S. Mulvey
Douglas T. Munroe
Nelson L. Muth
Glenn S. Nakayama
Ernest Nankas
Patrick G. Nelms
Byron Y. Newman
John H. Nishimoto
Timothy J. Nixon
Monika O’Brien
Frank L. Obstarczyk
Lisa M. O’Connor
Nathaniel S. Olson
Todd D. Olson
David L. Oselett
Sam M. Otsuji
Shalu Pal
Carmencita T. Palma
Charles B. Parker
Glenn S. Parnes
Christopher J. Parot
Douglas R. Patten
Arthur S. Pazornik
Jason D. Pearce
Samuel Pesner
James D. Peterson
William O. Pimienta
Manuel A. Portugal
Michael J. Portz
Paula L. Postma
Joseph S. Powell
Bernard Press
Jeffrey M. Purdy
James M. Rachford
Valerie L. Rasner
John W. Reed
James A. Reedstrom
Eric I. Richman
John J. Riggs
Donald R. Robertson
Kent M. Robertson
Robert E. Robinson
Gabriel V. Robles
Mark E. Rodman
Thomas A. Rose
Paul G. Rousseau
Katherine K. Saldana
George Saleen
Roy-Daniel J. Sanchez
Justin E. Sandholm
A. L. Sarantinos
Scott E. Schachter
Julie A. Schornack
Jeffrey H. Seeholzer
Richard W. Sequeira
William J. Shaffer
Benny P. Shao
Robert L. Shapiro
Kauser V. Sharieff
William J. Shasky
David P. Shibata
David M. Shigekuni

Takao Shimazaki
Gene R. Sieben
Bernard A. Silverman
Felicia A Simonis
James L. Simonson
Jacqueline M. Skay
Kurt R. Skinner
Oliver F. Smith
Sheldon K. Smith
Texas L. Smith
James F. Socks
Liane M. Sorakubo
Janina Soto
David B. Souza
Donald H. Spaulding
Daisy L. Spearman
Dennis J. Spiro
Julian Stahl
Mark R. Stanchfield
Herb A. Starlin
Richard O. Steinberg
Victor N. Stern
Eric A. Strautman
Paul M. Sumida
David A. Swearingen
Melissa A. Tada
Earl P. Taitt
Kara M. Takeda
Daniel R. Taketa
John D. Tassinari
Helen Tasulis
Yin C. Tea
Harvey R. Temkin
Walter R. Thomas
Sheilah S. Titus
Gilbert H. Tokuhara
Lieu Ton
Ann Q. Tran
Janet N. Tran
Jason D. Tu
LyLy Ung
Elliot Vaupen
Michael J. Vernon
J. Michael Vidal
Kosol Vipapan
Dawn M. Viramontes
William A. Vogel
Thomas A. Vogelpohl
Lisa S. Vollmer
Larry E. Waggoner
Barbara T. Washburn
Alyon J. Wasik
Glenn M. Watanabe
Lawrence C. Watson
William M. Weiler
Denton H. Wells
Henry E. Whitehead
Timothy A. Wilkins
Gary L. Williams
Fred W. Winnen
Daniel C. Winther
Michael N. Witnov
Carolyn M. Wong
Greg K. Woodworth
Frank L. Workman
Serge W. Wright
Charles R. Wyatt
G. Garry Yacoub
Thomas T. Yamaguchi
Wayne T. Yoshioka
Boyd F. Young
Dale A. Young
Harris L. Ziff
Barry A. Zwang-Weissman



14 | President’s Report, 2006–07

DONORS OF GIFTS FOR 
RESTRICTED PURPOSES

July 1, 2006 – June 30, 2007

Donors of gifts for restricted purposes include those 
contributions to named endowment funds, gifts and in-
dividual tributes directed to the Book of Memories (the 
Memorial Endowment Fund), special support for the 
library, research, scholarships and awards and to other spe-
cial programs.

ABB/Con-Cise Optical  
Group LLC S

Joel J. Ackerman C
Advanced Medical Optics P
Tammie K. Akiyoshi C
Lisa Albers C
Alcon Laboratories F, P, S
Allergan, Inc. P
C. Troy Allred P
John F. Alm S
Altair Eyewear P
AMA Optics, Inc. P

Marilyn A. Carter P
Abie R. Chadderdon C
Terrence L. Chan C
Stephen E. Chase P
Fred & Betty Chelf Trust S
Amy T. Chu C
Randall L. Chung C
CIBA Vision Corporation P
City of Pomona P
Clallam County Physicians 

Community Benefit 
Foundation S

Class of 2007 P
William E. Cochran S
Bill G. Codner C
Collard-Rose Optical Labs P, S
Robert F. Collins C
CooperVision P
Michael A. Corben C
Betty Cumberland L
David S. Davis C
Larry W. Decker C
Duane A. deCroupet S
Tom Determan S
Philip L. Dixon C
Joe W. Dobbs C
Paul M. Dobies F
Robert V. Dolan C, S
Margaret S. Dowaliby L
John W. Dresely Jr. P
Ducks Care – McCormick 

Tribune Foundation P
The Richard F. Dwyer - Eleanor 

W. Dwyer Fund P
Timothy B. Edrington L
Richard S. Eisenberg S
Rose Eng S

Eschenbach Optik P
Esprit de la Danse S
Essilor of America, Inc. P, S
Gary L. Etting C
Europa International P
Svetlana Fisher C
Stewart M. Forman C
Edward O. France C, S
Gary M. Freestone C
Lawrence Fromm P
Fullerton Rotary Foundation S
Lynn Caffrey Gabriel C
Jeffrey Garcia C
Kevin J. Germundsen C
Linda Germundsen C
Robert T. Gmelin L
Norman G. Goss C
Great Western Council of 

Optometry S
Leslie A. Gregor C
Carl W. Gregory S
John R. Griffin S
James H. Grimes C
Timothy Grolle S
Jennifer B. Grove C, P
Valerie K. Hamamoto C
Craig R.W. Hamilton C
Michael N. Handy C
Donald B. Hanford C
Gregory D. Hansen C
Lisa M. Hansen C
Linda R. Haskell P
Gregory J. Hayes P
William E. Heaton Jr. C, L, S
Heidelberg Engineering, Inc. P
Heine USA Ltd. P
Judith A. Hendrickson L

American Optometric 
Association P, S

American Optometric 
Foundation S

Art Optical Contact Lens S
Asian American Optometric 

Society P, S
Judy Badstuebner L
Bank of America Foundation P
Charolette Barnes-LeBlanc L
Carmen N. Barnhardt L
Donald L. Barniske L
Irene Bashar S
Bausch & Lomb P
Morris S. Berman C, L, S
Taylor W. Bladh C
James H. Blake C, P
Eric Borsting F, P
Kenneth E. Boyer L
Kenneth E. Brookman L
C & E Vision Services, Inc. S
Gene D. Calkins C
Tony Carnevali C

C		  Capital
F		  Faculty Support
L		  Library
P		  Special Programs
S		  Student
		  Scholarships/  

	 Awards

Dec ades of Support

Discussing details of several campus 

construction projects were Chairman Emeritus, 

Snyder Langston, Inc., William E. Langston and 

Dr. Les Walls in this 2005 photo. For more than 

a decade, Mr. Langston’s company has been 

responsible for the major building projects on 

the SCCO Campus.

	 His association with the College has 

brought to fruition, through a restricted gift, 

the endowment of the “William E. Langston 

Sports Vision Award.” This scholarship is 

presented annually to an entering fourth-year 

student who has demonstrated a commitment 

to serving the vision needs of athletes 

participating in the Special Olympics program. 

The College is grateful to Mr. Langston and 

other friends whose generous contributions, to 

scholarships and other restricted funds, assist 

our students and programs.
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Edward P. Hernandez S
Brian N. Higa C
George Hoag Foundation P
Wayne W. Hoeft C
Richard L. Hopping S
Ronald L. Hopping P, S
Douglas L. Huff C
Patricia & Frank Humpres S
Inspire Pharmaceuticals, Inc. P
Scott Iseyama P
Siret D. Jaanus L, S
Donald E. Jarnagin C, S
Ann M. Johannsen C
G. Ken Johnson S
Koe H. Johnson P
Brian S. Kawasaki C
Marcus H. Kelley S
Richard H. Kendall C
Kenmark Optical C
Kent H. Kienlen C
Michael M. King C
The Karl Kirchgessner 

Foundation P
David Kirschen L
Clyde Kitchen L
Kiwanis Cal-Nev-Haw District 

Foundation S
Frances Knott C
Janet E. Kohtz P
Edmund M. Krause C
Karen P. Krotine S
Steven K. Kurata C, P
L W W Vision Care S
Shirley J. Lambert S
James LaMotte L
William E. Langston S
Damon M. Lanier C
John E. Larcabal C
Carmela T. Larino C
Lark Ellen Lions Charities P
Robert J. Lee L
Barry W. Leonard C
Lions Low Vision / LOVE 

Program C, P
Leon G. Lipkis S
Lombart Instrument P
J. Norman Long L
Los Angeles County Optometric 

Society S
Kevin K. Lui S
Luxottica Group P, S
John F. Maher L
Douglas L. Major C
Jennifer C. Mallinger-Young S
Robert B. Mandell C
Marchon Eyewear, Inc. C, P
Marco Ophthalmic C, P
Marcolin USA, Inc. C
Lynn F. Marran L
Calvin P. Martindale C
Anne K. Matsushima C
Neil W. McAllister C
Jacqueline McCall C
Leslie McIssac L
Gregory B. McMahill S
Medennium, Inc. P
Rodney A. Melgard S
George Mendoza P

Cornelius J. Mietus P
Arnold Miller C
Dawn M. Miller C
Pamela J. Miller C, S
Dena M. Mintz S
Michael J. Molamphy C
Monoplex Eye Prosthetics, LLC P
Mark M. Morris S
Russell Morris S
Jane Ann Munroe L
Carol J. Najera C
National Optometric Student 

Association S
Stuart W. Needleman C
Albert M. Nemiroff C
Loretta T. Ng F
John H. Nishimoto C, L
Ocular Instruments P
Ocusoft, Inc. P
Lyndsie Okumura S
Optos P
Orange County Optometric 

Society S
Paragon Vision Sciences S
Parker Family Foundation S
Robert A. Pearson C
Pennsylvania College of 

Optometry P
PEO P
Edward Petiya C
Ana M. Pico C
Practice Concepts P
Mark O. Price L
Allen L. Pyeatt S
Grace Randle S
Geoffrey E. Reynolds C
Charles A. Richards C
Steven B. Richlin C

Rio Hondo Optometric Society S
Gabriel V. Robles S
Frances A. Rozner C, P
Rudy Project P
Loyd E. Russell C
Safilo USA C, P
San Gabriel Valley Optometric 

Society S
Scott E. Schachter C
Scholarship America S
Michael T. Scott L
Glenda B. Secor C
Paul A. Seibert C
Edmund P. Sellard Jr. L
Michael R. Sellers S
Sempra Energy P, S
Kauser V. Sharieff P
Peter G. Shaw-McMinn L
Vernon I. Shibata C
Richard L. Simpson C
Robert B. Snet P
Southern California College of 

Optometry Faculty Council S
Daisy L. Spearman C
Dennis J. Spiro L
Lawrence Stark L
David N. Stein C, S
Howard E. Stein C, S
Jonathan E. Stine C
Linda A. Stoddart S
Donald E. Studt C
David A. Swearingen C
Rodney L. Tahran C 
S. Mark Taper Foundation P
John D. Tassinari P
Helen Tasulis P
James D. Tavis C
Don Thurmond L

TLC Vision P, S
Derek T. Tong P, S
Judy W. Tong L
Transitions Optical, Inc. P
James E. Trimble P
Vision Council of America P
Vision West, Inc. S
Visionary, Inc. P, S
VIVA International P
William A. Vogel S
Volk Optical, Inc. P
Lisa S. Vollmer S
Lorraine I. Voorhees C, L, S
VSP, Inc. P, S
David T. Wakabayashi C
Debbie Walker L
Lesley L. Walls C, L
Walman Optical Company S
Eddie C. Wang L
Shao-ling Wang C
Lucille P. Washington C, S
Alyon J. Wasik S
Teruo Watanabe C
Welch-Allyn C, P
Western Student Financial Aid C
Brian R. Whitney C
Jeffrey S. Williams Sr. C
Wilson W. Phelps Foundation P
Diane Winton P
Todd L. Wolfley C
Lawrence Wong S
Debra Woods L
Xerox Corporation S
Chen K. Young S
Younger Optics P
Carl Zeiss Optical, Inc. P
Carl Zeiss Vision P
Zyloware Corporation P

ANNUAL FUND 
VOLUNTEERS

July 1, 2006 – June 30, 2007

VOLUNTEER CHAIR

John E. Larcabal, O.D., ’88
Honorary Chair

TELEFUND 
VOLUNTEERS

Christopher Alferez
Hawaa Ali
Alesha Bergen
Nickolet Boermans
Jenny Chon
Jen Christman
Scot Class
Cheryl De La Torre
Lauren Evans
Nicole Feldman
Tommy Fong

Emily Freeman
Laura Ha 
Jen Han
Andrea Hands
Lisa Higson
Sylvia Ja
Kristal Kawamoto
Neda Khadem
Angela Khakshooy
Jennifer Kim
Scott Klemens
Daniel Krall
Dustin Krassin
Ina Lee
Bernice Lim
Brooke Messer
Jaclyn Morin
Mehn Moshtaghi
Doreen Ng
Steven Nguyen
Trung Nguyen
Linda Pang
Erica Park 
Brian Parker

Reena Patel
Deanna Pedroza
Heidi Peterson
Irina  Petrini
Judy Samattasribootr
Missy Samuelson
Mariam Sasani
Scott Schwartz
Grace Shaw
Linda Srour
Ashley Swalla
Carissa Swanson
Kellee Tea
Ja’Nai Tellis
Kristi Thurner
Tracy Tom
Melynda Torres
Julia Tran
Ngoc Trieu
Javier Villalobos
Anthony Wang
Michelle Wong
Edwin Wu
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Ways of Giving

Matching Gifts

Many corporations have chosen this method of supporting 
education at professional schools. The company will match 
any gift you make — sometimes on a 2–1 or 3–1 basis.

United Way

The College may be designated as the recipient of your 
United Way contribution. Simply list the school’s name and 
address on your donor sign-up sheet.

Memorial and Honor ary Gifts

Memorial and honorary gifts are given in memory of a 
friend or family member, or in recognition of a birthday, 
graduation, anniversary, or other significant event.

Residence

A donor can make a gift of a residence to the College and 
still retain use of the property for his or her lifetime or that 
of another beneficiary. An outright gift of residence qualifies 
for a charitable income tax deduction computed in the same 
way as securities.

Personalized Progr ams

The College provides a range of services to assist prospective 
donors in realizing their objectives in giving through a va-
riety of vehicles (bequests, trusts, life insurance, Individual 
Retirement Accounts and annuities) covering all types of 
assets (cash, securities, personal and real property), while at 
the same time conserving the family’s inheritance.

Benefactors support the College and its mission for many 
reasons. Motivations are varied. The inspiration to give may 
be to salute one’s Alma Mater, spring from a reverence for 
the gift of sight, reflect a stirring belief in education, or from 
a humble appreciation for the optometric profession.
	 Voluntary support of non-profits, like the College,  
is actively encouraged by federal tax laws. The laws gener-
ously reward those individuals who make charitable contri-
butions.

Outright Gifts

To some donors, outright gifts are preferred. These gifts 
may take the form of cash, marketable securities, real or 
personal property.
	 The advantage of an outright gift is an immediate enjoy-
ment of the purpose for which the gift was intended and a full 
value tax deduction.
	 Securities and real estate that have appreciated in value 
make ideal outright gifts because the donor foregoes the 
capital gain tax altogether, yet is able to deduct the full fair 
market value of the gift.

Bequests*

An alumnus or friend may leave cash, securities or real es-
tate, by will, to the College. The value of this type of legacy 
is deducted from estate taxes.

Life Income Gifts

Charitable Remainder Trusts*
(unitrusts and annuities)
A donor transfers property (cash, securities, real estate) to 
a trustee and the donor receives an income each year, the 
amount and term determined by the type of trust estab-
lished. Eventually, the principal in the trust passes to the 
College. This legacy may be used as a named chair or program 
endowment.

Pooled Income Fund*

A donor may elect to invest in the College’s pooled income 
fund. Gifts from a number of donors are “pooled” together 
in a trust fund.
	 Income from this fund is paid to the donors each year 
based upon the fund’s annual performance.

A $3-million commitment from SCCO Trustee and Benefactor Carling 
Huntington Childs was announced in the Spring of 2007. The gift, 
the largest in the College’s 103-year history, will be used to enhance 
vision technology, equipment and training at the campus-based clinical 
education facility, now known as the Carling Huntington Childs Family 
Eye Care Center.

*Qualifies for Visionaries Society recognition.
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